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Dear Friends and Colleagues: 

Welcome to our 35th Annual Conference! 2026 saw the adoption of the final rule 59A-4.107:
Physician Services and  59A-4.1075: Medical Director, defining the role of the medical director
in PA/LTC.  FMDA and FADONA have designed educational content in this years BCP
Conference to assist facilities and medical directors in meeting the requirements of this
important legislation.  

We are pleased to offer sessions that further define the role of the medical director and meet
both CME and CMD requirements.  Many sessions have information that is valuable to both
the Nurse Administrator and the Medical Director.  

Our annual conference has evolved into a regional gathering with national impact for medical
directors, attending physicians, advanced practice nurses, consultant pharmacists, physician
assistants, directors of nursing, and administrators working in the PALTC continuum. It
provides an opportunity to network and enjoy educational seminars from some of the top
names in their areas of expertise. We are always striving to improve and welcome your
feedback. This is your association and your annual conference. Please take a few minutes to
review the information in this syllabus and familiarize yourself with the events, how to earn
continuing education credits, and the format of the meeting. 

The registration and information desk will be open all day on Friday, Saturday, and half of
Sunday. FMDA staff members remain available to answer any questions you may have. In
order to claim credit, use FMDA’s online process for the sessions and conference evaluations.
Details on how to complete evaluations and claim CME credit are provided for you in an a
credit handout document. Please take a moment to review this process to ensure you receive
all the credit you are entitled to.  

On Friday, we invite you to attend product theater lunch programs, sponsored by Axsome
Therapeutics and Teva Pharmaceuticals, and Saturday product theater lunch programs
sponsored by Otsuka Pharmaceuticals and  a parkinson’s education program by Peerview
Institute. Our thanks to these companies for their support! Join us on Friday at 5:05pm at the
Exhibit Hall Welcome Reception in Floridan DEF, sponsored by VITAS Healthcare – the 35th
Annual Conference Diamond Sponsor. While at the Trade Show, take the opportunity to see
some of the latest products and innovations by visiting each of the companies that help make
this conference possible.
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Welcome to the Best Care Practices 
35  Annual Conference!th

https://flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=59A-4.107
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Make sure your Trade Show Contest Flyer is initialized by each of the Exhibitors represented
to be eligible to win a door prize. Turn in your completed Flyer at the Registration Desk by
Saturday, 10/31 at 1:00pm to be eligible to win. Prize drawings will be held at the end of the
last session on Sunday 11/01, and you must be present to win! 

Be sure to join us for the President's Wine & Cheese Reception on Saturday from 5:35pm to
6:50pm. Spend time with your friends and colleagues at this fun and relaxed event. Then
celebrate as we announce the winner of this year’s Robert Kaplan Quality Champion Award.
Our thanks to The Kaplan Family for sponsoring this year’s award program. 

Again, welcome to Best Care Practices in the Post-Acute and Long-Term Care Continuum
2026. This year’s program is outstanding, so we hope you enjoy yourselves! Congratulations
to  Dr. Brianna Wynne, Chair,  and Michelle Lewis, NP, Vice Chair of the  Education Committee
and Program Director; along with all the members of the Education Committee, and with
strong support from FMDA/FADONA staff. They have all put a lot of effort into making this
conference interesting, educational, and fun.

We hope you find the conference to be a valuable asset to your professional life.

We’re So Glad You’re Here.

Executive Committee, FMDA – The Florida Society for Post-Acute and Long-Term Care
Medicine

President: Alfonso Gonzalez-Rodriguez
Chairman of the Board: Diane Sanders-Cepeda, DO, CMD
Vice President: Kenya Rivas, MD, CMD
Immediate Past-President: Shark Bird, MD, CMD
Treasurer: Niharika Suchak, MBBS, MHS, FACP, AGSF 
Secretary:  Debra Ann Danforth DNP, APRN, RN, FAANP



Who We Are

FMDA – The Florida Society for Post-Acute and Long-Term
Care Medicine is the official state chapter of PALTmed –
Post-Acute & Long-Term Care Medicine, and a Specialty
Society of the Florida Medical Association. It is based in
West Palm Beach, Florida. 

FMDA represents medical directors, attending physicians,
physician assistants, and advanced registered nurse
practitioners in Florida’s post-acute care continuum
including sub-acute care, hospice, skilled nursing, and
assisted living facilities, as well as in continuing care
retirement communities. 

The mission of FMDA is to promote the highest quality care
as patients’ transition through the long term care
continuum. FMDA is dedicated to providing leadership,
professional education and advocacy for the inter-
professional team.
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Florida Geriatrics Society (FGS) is a not-for-profit state
organization with interest in scientific, educational and
academic activities to the entire geriatric care team, who
can render optimal care for older adults. In addition to this
winter meeting, FGS holds an annual medical convention to
provide both CME and CEU credits for physicians, nurse
practitioners, registered nurses, licensed practical nurses,
psychologists and social workers. 

Members of the Board of Directors of FGS hold
representation from all the medical schools in the state of
Florida. It encourages in‐training fellows, residents, and
medical students’ participation. FGS is also a Specialty
Society of the Florida Medical Association.



We Are FMDA
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Florida Chapters – Gerontological Advanced Practice
Nurses Association (FL-GAPNA) GAPNA was founded in
1981, by a small group of GNPs with the intention of
offering the first continuing education conferences
designed specifically to meet the needs of advanced
practice nurses. Currently, GAPNA represents nearly 10,000
certified advanced practice nurses who work with older
adults in a wide variety of practice settings. GAPNA is the
organization of choice for advanced practice nurses who
want to pursue continuing education in gerontological care
and who seek peer support from experienced clinicians. The
FL-GAPNA Chapter and the Florida Gulf Coast Chapters
both operate in the state of Florida.

National Association Directors of Nursing Administration
(NADONA) – Since 1986, NADONA has been the leading
advocate and educational organization for DONs, A DONs
and RNs in Long-Term Care (LTC). NADONA/LTC was
founded by dedicated LTC professionals, and its board of
trustees still consists of LTC professionals. NADONA
understands daily challenges, and are here to provide
nurses with the tools they need for professional success.
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Registration Type Price

Paid-up members: FMDA, NADONA, FL-GAPNA, or FGS $479

New/renewing FMDA members $479+
Annual Dues

Non-Member Practitioners $629

Unlicensed Registrants (includes Organizational Affiliate Membership) $709

Fellows, Interns, & Residents in geriatrics, family practice, or internal
medicine

$119

Full-time Students: MD/DO/PA/NP/RN/PharmD/RPh/NHA or ALF
administration

$119

*Friday or Saturday ONLY $279

*Sunday ONLY $169

One-day Trade Show Pass $95

*Single-day registration is limited to one day only (Friday, Saturday, or Sunday). If you plan to
attend more than one day of the conference, you must register for the Full Conference.

The Registration and Information area can be found at the Reg Desk, in the Foyer outside the
Floridain Ballrooms.
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Best Care Practices 35th Annual
Conference & Trade Show

October 29 - November 1, 2026

1
Chair: Brianna Wynne, MD
Vice Chair: Michelle Lewis, DNP, FNP-BC,
GNP-BC
Shark Bird MD, CMD
Debra Danforth, DNP, APRN, RN, FAANP
Cynthia Fronning, RN, GERO-BC, IP-BC, 
        AS-BC, RAC-CT, CDONA, FACDONA, 
        EFLP, CALN, QAPI-BC
Alfonso Gonzalez-Rodriguez, MD, MBA 
Brian Kiedrowski, MD, MBA, CMD, CPE

Conference Planning Committee

2
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Michelle Lewis, DNP, FNP-BC, GNP-BC
Jennifer Moses, DNP, GNP-BC
Kenya Rivas, MD, CMD
Diane Sanders-Cepeda, DO, CMD
Laurie Sheffield-Workman, DNP, APRN
Niharika Suchak, MBBS, MHS, FACP, AGSF, 
        LSSGB
Gregory Sullivan, MD, FAPA
Melanie Trigo, PharmD
Padma Vedantam, MD

This program is designed to provide a review and update of major geriatric diseases, illnesses,
and risks found in nursing home patients, residents of assisted-living facilities, those under
hospice care, and seniors living at home. 

Topics covered this year include:

Annual Program Description

Alzheimer's Updates
End of Life Care
Medical Director Expectations
Heart Failure
Regulatory Update
Older Adult Obesity
AI in Healthcare
Neuroscience Stress Reduction
National Leaders Forum
Preventative Care in PALTC

Hospice Referrals
Opiod Conversion
Multimorbidity Management
Diabetes and CKD
Productivity vs Quality
Penumonia in PALTC
Fall Risk Reduction
Management of RA in PALTC
and More......



Best Care Practices 35th Annual
Conference & Trade Show

October 29 - November 1, 2026
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4 Conference Objectives
Upon completion of the Best Care Practices in the Post-Acute and Long-Term Care Continuum
conference, participants should be able to:

1 Discuss the professional challenges facing medical directors, attending physicians,
advanced practice nurses, consultant pharmacists, physician assistants, directors of
nursing, and administrators practicing in the continuum.

Describe the advances in theoretical and clinical knowledge impacting individuals
affected by medical issues in the PALTC continuum.

Discuss the current and emerging national issues and public policy efforts of PALTmed,
and Gerontological Advanced Practice Nurses Association

Describe examples of evidence-based practice and multidisciplinary approaches to
enhance outcomes in various health care settings.

List examples of evidence-based practice as it pertains to post-acute and long-term 
care medicine.

2

3

4

5

This conference is designed to educate physicians, advanced practice nurses, senior care
pharmacists, consultant pharmacists, physician assistants, directors of nursing in LTC,
registered nurses, and long-term care administrators; as well as geriatricians, primary care and
home care physicians, physicians considering becoming long-term care medical directors,
hospice medical directors, or home care medical directors; and others with an interest in
PALTC and its continuum of care. 

The faculty includes national and regional authorities in the fields of post-acute and long-term
care medicine, medical direction, senior care pharmacology, and geriatric medicine.

Our Target Audience3

CREDIT INFORMATION
Credit Statements

Accreditation
This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the accreditation requirements and policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education

(ACCME) through the joint providership of Post-Acute and Long-Term Care Medical Association and FMDA – The Florida Society for Post-Acute and Long-Term Care Medicine.
Post-Acute and Long-Term Care Medical Association is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical education for physicians.

AMA PRA Category 1 CreditTM Designation
Post-Acute and Long-Term Care Medical Association designates this live activity for a maximum of 16.75 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)TM. Physicians should claim only the

credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.
CMD Credit Statement

This CME activity has been pre-approved for up to 10.5 clinical hours and up to 7.25 management hours toward certification or recertification as a Certified Medical Director
(CMD) in post-acute and long-term care medicine. Each physician should claim only those hours of credit actually spent on the activity. The CMD program is administered by

the PALTmed. For further information, contact PALTmed at 410-992-3115
or at certification@paltmed.org.
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To access the complimentary Wireless Internet in the Conference Center’s Meeting Rooms,
select:

NAME: BonnetCreek_Meeting

ACCESS CODE: BCP2026

For assistance please contact:  registration desk

Wifi 

Parking
Self-parking is available at the hotel. All guests will begin by using the self-service kiosk. If
staying overnight, please proceed by clicking the “overnight guest” button. This will
automatically allow you into the gate and print a QR code. Please take the QR code to the front
desk at the time of check-in to ensure that parking is routed to your guestroom with the
discounted parking rate. 

For guests driving in daily, please follow the prompt on the “events” button, which will reflect
the conference name. Payment at the discounted rate must be completed before accessing
the parking area. There is a parking attendant available if any issues arise.

Please Note: The standard parking rate is $38.00+tax per day. With your Conference discount,
parking will be $20.00 plus tax.

The following restaurants and food services can be found onsite:

Dining & Food

La Luce
La Luce is Signia by Hilton Orlando – An
Official Walt Disney World® Hotel’s signature
restaurant, inspired by famed Napa Valley
chef and restaurateur Donna Scala. Our Italian
kitchen serves thin-crust pizzas, handmade
pastas, and dishes rooted in family tradition.

Bull & Bear
Named one of the Top 100 Restaurants in the
United States by OpenTable, the restaurant
offers a menu featuring re-imagined
steakhouse classics and trend-setting fare,
including the famed Bull & Bear Fried Chicken,
Pasta Explosion, and its signature 32-Day Dry-
Aged Tomahawk Rib Eye.

Zeta Asia
A sophisticated setting to enjoy traditional and
signature sushi rolls, sashimi, and hand-
crafted cocktails, wines, and beer. Gather here
for a lively atmosphere—and even catch a
game with friends over free-flowing cocktails
and delicious sushi.

MYTH Bar
This is more than just a lobby bar – it’s an
exciting concept that will transform your
experience as our guest. The power of myth
connects people—and it’s all about journeys
meant to inspire.

Muse
A hip coffee bar serving inventive espresso
drinks, it’s the perfect place to refuel anytime,
day or night. Refuel with barista creations in a
fresh-focused coffee bar with vegan and
gluten-free options.

Harvest Bistro
A casual dining environment featuring simply
prepared American classics for breakfast,
lunch, and dinner. All dishes are made with the
finest farm-fresh ingredients and prepared
with meticulous detail.

Poolside and in-room dining



FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2026

6:30am - 5:30pm Registration and Information Registration Desk

6:50am - 7:35am FMDA Annual Meeting/Breakfast Floridain C

7:45am - 8:00am
Presidents Welcome
Alfonso Gonzalez-Rodriguez, MD/Betty Barron, RN

Floridian K-L

8:00am - 9:00am
Keynote Address:  Eating is Everything - Session 101
Leonard Hock, MD

Floridain K-L

9:05am - 10:05am
Impacting Care for Heart Failure Patients - Session 102
Lauren Loftis, MD / Kamal Wahab, MD 

Floridain K-L

10:05am - 10:25am Coffee Break Foyer

10:25am - 11:25am
CMS and Florida’s Expectations for Medical Directors -
Session 103
Deborah Franklin, MHA, NHA

Floridian K-L

11:35am - 12:35pm Product Theater: Teva Floridain C

11:35am - 12:35pm Product Theater:  Axsome Floridain B

12:40pm - 1:40pm
Heart Failure:  The Heartening Journey for Primary Care
- Session 104
F. Michael Gloth III, MD

Floridian K-L

14

Schedule



15

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2026 - CONTINUED

1:45pm - 2:50pm Grand Opening of Trade Show and Poster Presenters Floridian D-F

2:55pm - 3:55pm National Leader’s Forum - Session 105
PALTmed, NADONA Floridian K-L

3:55pm - 4:15pm Coffee Break
Sponsored by Foyer

4:15pm-5:15 Advancing AI Initiatives in PALTC - Session 106
Steven Buslovich, MD, Judy Long, RN Floridian K-L

5:15pm - 6:30pm Exhibit Hall Welcome Reception
Sponsored by VITAS Healthcare Floridian D-F

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2026

6:30am - 6:00pm Registration and Information OPEN Registration Desk

6:15am - 7:00 am Red Eye Rounds:  Cllinical Quandaries/Questions Floridian I

7:00am - 8:00am Exhibit Hall with Trade Show and Poster Presentations
Cont B’faast Sponsored by VITAS Healthcare Floridain D-F

8:00am - 9:00am Regulatory Update - Session 107
Kimberly R. Smoak, MSH, QIDP Floridian K-L

9:10am - 10:40am
Prevention ...Health Maintenance in PALTC Settings -
Session 108
Elizabeth Hames, DO, CMD/Kenya Rivas, MD,FSSFP,
CMD/Melanie Trigo, PharmD,CPh

Floridian K-L

10:40am - 11:40am Break in Exhibit Hall  Trade Show and Poster
Presentations:  Sonsored by Vitas Floridian D-F

Schedule
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2026 CONTINUED

11:45am - 12:45pm Product Theater Lunch:  Otsuka Floridian C

11:45am - 12:45pm Product Theater Lunch:  Parkinson’s Program Floridian B

12:50pm - 1:50pm Opioid Conversion Made Easy - Session 109
Kamal Wahab, MD Floridian K-L

1:00pm Trade Show Sheet Drop-Off

1:55pm - 2:55pm Balancing Productivity vs Quality - Sessiion 110
Paul Katz MD, CMD Floridian K-L

2:55pm - 3:05pm Coffee Break Foyer

3:05pm - 4:05pm
CKD and Age Friendly Approach to Diabetes - Session
111
Naushira Pandya, MD/Meenakshi Patel, MD

Floridian K-L

4:10pm - 5:10pm
Managing Multimorbidity in the PALTC Setting - Session
112
Ariel Cole, MD, CMD, FAAFP

Floridian K-L

5:35pm - 6:50pm President’s Wine and Cheese Reception
Sponsored by VITAS Healthcare Floridian B-C

Schedule
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DAY 3 - SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2026

7:00am - 7:55am Conference Planning Committee Review and Wrap-up
Breakfast Meeting

Taylor Room, lower
level

7:00am - 7:45am Continental Breakfast Foyer

7:45am - 12:00pm Registration and Information OPEN Registration Desk

7:45AM - 8:45am
Pneumonia in the PA/LTC Setting:  Diagnosis,
Management, and Preventioin - Session 113
Gaurav Kiri, MD

Floridian K-L

8:45am - 10:00am Help I’ve Fallen and Can’t Get Up— Session 114
Brianna Wynne, MD, FAAP /David LeVine, MD, CMD Floridian K-L

10:10am - 11:10am
A Review in the Management of Rheumatoid Arthritis in
the Long-Term Care Setting - Session 115
Saurav Kiri, MS4

Floridian K-L

11:15am - 12:15pm
Chemistry of Care, Mastering Neurochemicals and
Psychopharmacology - Session 116
Parikshit Deshmukh, MD Panzacola F1

12:15pm - 12:30pm Conference Closing: Announcements & Door Prizes Panzacola F1

Schedule
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Session 101
Keynote Address: Eating is Everything
Leonard Hock, MD, CMD

Learning Objectives
1.Understand and be able to use knowledge

gained her to address the normal and
expected decline in appetite near the end of
life

2.Be able to adjust the Care and Treatment
that comforts the patient/resident and
loved ones in the face of end of life settings

3.Understand that avoiding nutrition
interventions that increase burdens and
distress without the benefit of improved
prognosis

4.Know and become familiar with the
concept "They are dying because they quit
eating. They quit eating because they are
dying."

Session 102
Impacting Care for Heart Failure Patients -
Session 102
Lauren Loftis, MD / Kamal Wahab, MD 

Learning Objectives
1. incidence and prevelance of HF in NH
2.Appreciate symptoms of adavanced HF
3.Importnace of AHA certified programs to

support Patients with advanced HF

Session 103
CMSand Florida’s Expectations for Medical
Directors
Deborah Franklin, MHA, NHA

Learning Objectives
1.Familiarize participants with Medical

Director regulations
2.Recognize collaboration from combining

regulation
3.Learn Medical director role in improving

quality

Session 104
Heart Failure: The Heartening Journey for
Primary Care
Micheal Gloth, MD

Learning Objectives
1.Recount the history of heart failure through

the experience of a clinician who has lived
through it

2.Describe available treatments based on the
etiology of heart failure

3.Recognize Cardiac Amyloidosis in older
adults and when end-of-life care is needed

Session 105

Session Objectives

National Leader’s Forum - Current Trends in
PALTC
PALTmed, NADONA 
Leslie Eber, MD/Cindy Fronning, RN

Learning Objectives
1.Understand to roles of National, State and

local PALTC organizations
2.Demonstrate knowledge of current trends

in PALTC that affect resident care.
3.Gain knowledge that can be implemented

in current practice to better the care
provided to residents. 
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Session 106
Advancing AI Initiatives in PALTC
Steven Buslovich, MD, Judy Long, RN

Learning Objectives
1.Evaluate emerging AI capabilities

introduced over the past year
2. Identify implementation and governance

considerations for responsible AI adoption
3.Apply a practical evaluation framework to

determine where AI solutions can improve
clinical quality, operational performance,
and workforce sustainability

Session Objectives

Session 107

Regulatory Update
Kimberly R. Smoak, MSH, QIDP

Learning Objectives
1.Provide an update on the federal regulatory

requirements for Nursing Homes; Share
findings from the most commonly cited
deficiencies and ways to improve

2.Discuss nursing home immediate jeopardy
findings and how this negatively impacts
resident care and quality of life.  Review of
the Federal Facility Reported Information
and State Adverse Incident Data

3.Discuss the 2025 legislative update
regarding Medical Director Certification, the
rule and any 2026 legislative impact.

Session 108
Prevention Across the Continuum: Health
Maintenance in Post-Acute and Long-Term
Settings
Elizabeth Hames, DO, CMD/Kenya Rivas, MD,
FAAFP, CMD/ Melanie Trigo, PharmD,CPh

Learning Objectives
1.Understand current evidence-based health

screening recommendations for the
geriatric population.

2.Discuss applicable preventive interventions
to reduce disease risk, after evaluating the
net benefit in geriatric patients.

3.Describe some current prognostication
tools appropriate for geriatric decision-
making.

4.Understand that all treatments should aim
to preserve function and maximize quality
of life in geriatric patients.

Session 109
Opioid Conversion Made Easy
Kamal Wahab, MD

Learning Objectives
1.Learn about opioid history and its evolution

to where we are today
2.Define opioid conversions and how it

impacts physician practice
3.Gain an understanding of recent literature

review on opioids
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CKD and Age Friendly Approach to Diabetes -
Session 113
Naushira Pandya, MD

Learning Objectives
1.Understand the development of CKD and

diabetes-related kidney disease in older
adults

2. Implement appropriate screening and
diagnostic tools, as well as evidence-based
management

3.Participants will be able to apply
therapeutic strategies to prevent
hypoglycemia and simplify treatment

4.Apply the 4M concepts of age friendly
health care to older adults living with
diabetes in post-acute

Session 111

Session Objectives

Session 110
Balancing Productivity vs Quality-A Fool’s
Errand?
Paul Katz MD, CMD

Learning Objectives
1.Understand the genesis of the current

"value proposition" for nursing home
medical providers

2.Assign realistic time intervals necessary to
fulfill the roles and responsibilities of
medical prividers in the nursing home

3.Utilize new quality measures that reflect
medical provider skills and what matters
most to individual patients

Session 112

Managing Multimorbidity in the PALTC Setting 
Ariel Cole, MD, CMD, FAAFP

Learning Objectives
1.Understand the definition and associated

risks of multimorbidity.
2.Review why most clinical practice

guidelines are not appropriate for older
adults with  multimorbidity

3.Apply the 5 guiding principles for evaluating
older adults with multimorbidity in
managing their care

4.Plan to overcome typical challenges with
multimorbid patients in the PALTC setting

Pneumonia in the PA/LTC Setting: Diagnosis,
Management, and Prevention 
Gaurav Kiri, MD

Learning Objectives
1.To discuss the importance of treating

pneumonia, the number one infectious
cause of death for post-acute and long-
term care settings

2.To discuss strategies for early diagnosis,
proper management, and reducing the
recurrence/occurrence of pneumonia in the
long-term care setting

3.To discuss the revised ATS 2025
recommendations for diagnosis and
treatment of pneumonia

Session 113
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Help! I’ve Fallen and I Can’t Get Up
 Brianna Wynne, MD, FAAP / David LeVine, MD,
CMD

Learning Objectives
1.  Discuss risk factors that can increase falls

in our geriatric patients and interventions
available

2.Describe how gait assessment can help
with clinicl diagnosis

3.describe the application of root cause
analysis 

4.promote interdisciplinary collaboration to
enhance patient saftey

Session 114

Session Objectives

Session 115
A Review in the Management of Rheumatoid
Arthritis in the Long-Term Care Setting
Saurav Kiri, MS4

Learning Objectives
1.Understanding etiology of rheumatoid

arthritis
2.develop a differential diagnosis for

rheumatoid arthritis
3.Learn key elements in treatment of

rheumatoid arthritis. 

Session 116
Chemistry of Care, Mastering Neurochemicals
and Psychopharmacology
Parikshit Deshmukh, MD

Learning Objectives
1.Identify key neurochemicals and define

their specific roles in modulating mood,
cognition, and behavior.

2.Correlate neuroreceptor activity and
neuroanatomy with the clinical
manifestation of psychiatric symptoms.

3.Analyze the diverse mechanisms of action
(MOA) for major classes of
psychopharmacological agents.

4.Recognize and Mitigate common side
effects and adverse reactions associated
with psychotropic medications.

Poster Presenters

Schedule
Please join our Presenters in Floridian D-F at
the following days/times:

Friday, October 30th 
Grand Opening of Trade Show and Poster
Presenters
1:45pm - 2:50pm

Saturday, October 31st 
Continental Breakfast in Exhibit Hall with
Trade Show and Poster Presentations
Sponsored by VITAS Healthcare
7:00am - 8:00am

Break in Exhibit Hall with Trade Show and
Poster Presentations
Sponsored by VITAS Healthcare
10:40am - 11:40am

Samantha Bartolone, DO
Progression From Multinodular Goiter to an
Autonomously Functioning T3-secreting Hot
Nodule in an Older Adult: Case report

Jose Rivera Sepulveda
From Gastrointestinal Symptoms to
Endocarditis: An Unusual Presentation of
Streptococcus pyogenes Bacteremia

Jake Devasia
Evaluating Patient Engagement in MyPAIN and
Pain Manager Clinical Apps that Support Pain
Management at the University of Florida Health

Check out these incredible Presenters and
their research:



Conference Faculty
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Dr. Steven Buslovich, MD, CMD, MSHCPM
Dr. Steven Buslovich is the Chief Medical Officer of Senior Care at PointClickCare, where he
leads innovative strategies in senior care delivery. A practicing geriatrician and certified
medical director, Dr. Buslovich brings extensive expertise from his role as CEO and Co-
Founder of Patient Pattern—a comprehensive care management platform for value-based
care that was acquired by PointClickCare. With active involvement in key industry
organizations, including the Advancing Excellence in Long Term Care Collaborative, the
Society for Post-Acute and Long-Term Care Medicine (PALTmed), and the American
Geriatrics Society (AGS), Dr. Buslovich is recognized for his leadership in transforming
long-term care. His accolades include AMDA's Shark Tank Innovation Award, and he is
currently collaborating with CMS and ONC to standardize clinical data elements across
post-acute care settings. Dr. Buslovich is an expert in operationalizing frailty risk and
enhancing care outcomes within value-based care models. He continues to redefine best-
practices and advocate for the future of senior care innovation.

Ariel Cole, MD, FAAFP, CMD
Dr. Cole received her medical degree from the University of South Florida in Tampa and
completed her residency and fellowship training at Florida Hospital, now AdventHealth.  As
part of her role as director of the Geriatric Fellowship, Dr. Cole supervises medical
students, residents, and geriatric fellows in the care of elderly patients in outpatient
settings and nursing homes.  She oversees a Comprehensive Geriatric Assessment Clinic
where elder patients and their caregivers meet with an interdisciplinary team to evaluate
their medical, functional, and psychosocial status.

Dr. Cole is the Orlando campus Clerkship Director for Geriatrics at the Florida State
University (FSU) College of Medicine. Dr. Cole is a member of the American Academy of
Family Physicians, the American Geriatrics Society, and the American Medical Directors
Association. She is Board Certified in Family Medicine and Geriatric Medicine and is a
Certified Medical Director.

Parikshit A. Deshmukh MD DFAPA FASAM
Dr. Deshmukh graduated from a renowned psychiatry residency program at Case Western
Reserve University, where he served as Chief Resident. Alongside his residency, he
completed certificate courses in various psychotherapy treatment modalities. After
graduating from residency, he achieved triple board certification in General Psychiatry,
Addiction Medicine, and Integrative Holistic Medicine. He was awarded the distinction of
Distinguished Fellow of the American Psychiatric Association (DFAPA) and Fellow of the
American Society of Addiction Medicine (FSAM).

In 2016, he co-founded Balanced Wellbeing LLC with his wife, where he currently serves as
CEO and Medical Director. Under his ownership and leadership, Balanced Wellbeing grew
from serving 15 facilities with 2 clinicians and 3 ancillary staff members in 2016 to
currently servicing over 450 facilities (including 200+ nursing homes, 200+ assisted living
facilities, 30+ group homes, 5 clinics, hospitals, and addiction rehabilitation centers) with
its 130+ full-time healthcare providers (psychiatrists and psychologists).
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F. Michael Gloth, III, MD, FACP, AGSF
Dr. Michael Gloth is a Clinical Professor of Geriatrics at Florida State University College of
Medicine, an Associate Professor of Medicine in the Division of Geriatric Medicine and
Gerontology at Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, and President and CEO of
AMDG Naples 100 Senior Concierge and Consulting, LLC. He is a past president of the
Hospice and Palliative Care Network of Maryland, the Baltimore Medical Society, and the
Florida Geriatrics Society.  He has provided consultant services to many organizations,
including the US Conference of Catholic Bishops on end-of-life issues and for health
systems developing geriatrics programs. Currently, he serves on the Health in Aging
Foundation Board.  His publications are extensive, including medical informatics, 
in-patient geriatric units (ACE or GEM units), medication management in older adults,
Handbook of Pain Relief in Older Adults, and an International Book Award winner, Fit 
at Fifty and Beyond.

Deborah Franklin, MHA, NHA
Deborah Franklin is the Sr. Director of Quality Affairs for Florida Health Care Association.
Prior to that she was Director of Operations of not-for-profit company, which operated the
Hawthorne Village retirement communities in Florida. She has a Master of Health Care
Administration. She is past president of FHCA and has received the Legislative award,
Administrator of the Year award and the Circle of Excellence Award. Deborah has
successfully opened several new facilities, oversaw remodels and expansions along with
turn-round of troubled facilities. Deborah has been involved with advocacy for the seniors
in Florida for over thirty years which includes Hillsborough County Indigent Health Care
Advisory Board, Senate appointee to Department of Elder Affairs Advisory Committee,
Governor’s Transition Team for Department of Elder Affairs and Lieutenant Governor’s
Health Care Planning Council.

Elizabeth Hames, DO, CMD
Elizabeth  Hames  is a medical director for UnitedHealth Group’s Optum Home and
Community Division, and a clinical associate professor at  Nova  Southeastern  University’s
Kiran  C. Patel College of Osteopathic Medicine.  Dr.  Hames  attended the University of
Miami for her undergraduate and graduate education, and NSU-KPCOM for medical school.
She completed her residency in Family Medicine at Palmetto Hospital in Miami, and her
Geriatric Medicine Fellowship at Broward General Medical Center. She  is  a member of the
Florida Society of Post-Acute and Long-Term Care (FMDA), and serves on the Board of
Directors and Education  Committee. She is the past and incoming editor for FMDA’s
Progress Report.  Her  research  interests  include  applications  of  geographic
information  systems  to  populations  of sociomedically vulnerable older adults and aging
in place.
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Leonard Hock DO, CMD, MACOI, FAAHPM
Born and Growed up in Oklahoma, US Army Medic, Vietnam BS. 1972. University of Central
Oklahoma, D.O. 1976, Kansas CityInternal Medicine Residency. Lakeside hospital, Kansas
CityBoard Certified, Internal Medicine, Hospice and Palliative care. CMD.  Present: Palliative
Care Consultant and program developer

Gaurav Kiri, MD
Dr. Gaurav Kiri, MD, is an internal medicine intern at UF Health Jacksonville planning to
pursue a fellowship in Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine. He earned a Master’s in
Medical Sciences from USF Morsani College of Medicine and graduated from UCF College
of Medicine (UCF COM) in Lake Nona. He has been involved in research since
undergraduate college and has had multiple poster and oral presentations at regional,
national, and international conferences. He was the founding president of the Aging in
Medicine and Surgery Interest Group at UCF COM, and he was a member of the board of
the Florida Geriatrics Society as the Chair of the Student Leadership Council.

Saurav Kiri
Saurav Kiri is a 4th year medical student at the University of Central Florida College of
Medicine (class of 2027). He graduated from New College of Florida with a B.A. in
Cellular and Molecular Biology with minors in Mathematics and Chemistry. In addition to
serving on the FMDA Education Committee, he has also previously served as chair of
the Student Leadership Council of the Florida Geriatrics Society. His primary interests
include the fields of Internal Medicine and Neurology.

Paul Katz, MD, CMD
Dr. Paul Katz is Professor of Medicine at Florida State University College of Medicine and
McMaster University.   He has served in a number of leadership positions including Vice
President of Medical Services at the Baycrest Health Science Centre, an affiliate of the
University of Toronto, as well as Chief of the Division of Geriatrics/Aging at the University
of Rochester School of Medicine and Chair of the Department of Geriatrics at FSU. While in
Rochester Dr Katz served as medical director for 16 years at Monroe Community Hospital,
one of the first teaching nursing homes in the US.  Dr. Katz is past president of Post Acute
and Long-Term Care Medical Association (PALTmed-formerly AMDA).  He has co-edited 12
books, has over 170 scholarly publications and is currently co-editor in chief of  JAMDA-
The Journal of Post-Acute and Long-Term Care Medicine.    Dr. Katz is an active member of
the Senior Quality Leap Initiative (SQLI), a consortium of 15 Canadian and US senior care
organizations dedicated to quality improvement in nursing homes.  He also serves as
corporate medical director for Westminster Communities of Florida and Presbyterian
Senior Living in Pennsylvania.
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Arfana Kishan, MD
Arfana Kishan MD, CHCQM PHYADVPhysician with over 16 years of clinical experience in
post-acute and long-term care, primary care, and hospital medicine, certified in Health Care
Quality and management by ABQAURP and board certified in obesity medicine. Currently
serves in a medical director role in utilization management, as well as Hospitalist with prior
leadership experience in skilled nursing facilities. Brings a unique combination of expertise
in obesity management and systems-based care to address chronic disease and functional
decline in older adults. Focuses on practical, interdisciplinary strategies that can be
implemented in real-world SNF settings to improve outcomes and reduce avoidable
utilization.

Judy Long, RN
Jody Long, MBA‑Healthcare, MSN‑Nursing Informatics, RN, CEN is the Director of Clinical
Affairs at PointClickCare and a nursing leader specializing in post‑acute EHR strategy,
clinical innovation, and clinician‑centered workflow design. She brings an acute‑care
foundation as a board‑certified emergency nurse and advanced training in nursing
informatics and healthcare administration.As the Director of Clinical Affairs, she works at
the intersection of clinician practice and post‑acute health technology, translating
real‑world clinical challenges into practical, scalable solutions within the EHR to ensure
workflows and safety considerations guide digital innovation. Furthermore, she is an
appointed board member of the Florida Board of Nursing and is passionate about ethical
technology adoption, reducing clinician burden, and elevating nursing leadership’s role in
healthcare transformation..

David LeVine, MD
 Dr. David LeVine is board-certified in Family Medicine with Added Qualifications in
Geriatric Medicine through the American Board of Family Medicine and the American
Board of Internal Medicine. He is the chief medical officer of Menorah Life in St.
Petersburg, Florida. He has been medical director at Menorah Life’s Marion and Joseph
Samson 180 bed skilled nursing facility for the past 35 years. He has served as the Medical
Director at Arden Courts of Seminole (ALF specializing in memory care). He has served as
the Medical Director of the Geriatric Assessment Program (for early dementia detection) in
St. Petersburg.
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Meenakshi Patel, MD
Dr. Meenakshi Patel is a Clinical Associate Professor at Wright State University in Dayton,
Ohio and Ohio Heritage University of Osteopathic Medicine Athens OH. She is also a
practicing physician at Valley Medical Primary Care as well as a Principal Investigator at
Valley Medical Research, and Medical Director at several nursing homes. She teaches
Internal Medicine and Geriatrics to medical students, Internal Medicine and Family Medicine
residents, and Geriatric Fellows. She has been very active with the American Medical
Directors Association in several roles including as a board member, member of multiple
committees, writing clinical practice guidelines on the management of diabetes in the long-
term care setting. 

Nakushira Pandya, MD, CMD
Dr. Naushira Pandya is Professor and Chair of the Geriatrics Department at NSU, Kiran C.
Patel College of Osteopathic Medicine, and the Project Director of the HRSA funded NSU
South Florida Geriatrics Workforce Enhancement Program (GWEP). She is board-certified
in Internal Medicine, Geriatrics, and Endocrinology and Metabolism, and is a certified
medical director and a geriatrics fellowship program director. Dr. Pandya holds the
distinction of being a Fulbright Senior Specialist Scholar, White House advisor during the
Obama Administration, Past President of AMDA, the national Society for Post-Acute and
Long-Term Care Medicine, and VP of the Broward County Area Agency on Aging

Lauren Loftis, MD
Dr. Lauren Loftis is a board-certified Hospice and Palliative Medicine Physician with a
particular area of focus in Pediatric Palliative Care. She was inducted as a Fellow of the
American Academy of Hospice and Palliative Medicine and currently serves as Regional
Medical Director for VITAS in Florida and Alabama. Dr. Loftis participates as a member of
the steering committee of the Florida Pediatric Palliative Care Coalition and maintains a
small private practice in Cocoa Beach, Florida where she lives with her two teenagers and
husband along with a menagerie of pets.
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Kamal Wahab, MD
Dr. Kamal Wahab is a Geriatric and Hospice & Palliative medicine specialist, serving as
Regional Medical Director for VITAS Healthcare in Central and North Florida. He is also one
of the Hospice and Palliative faculty at the HCA North Florida fellowship program, where he
helps train the next generation of physicians in compassionate, patient-centered care.
Based in Gainesville, Dr. Wahab is married to a fellow physician and is a proud dad of two
daughters. Outside of medicine, he enjoys sports cars, grilling, and—like any true
Gainesville local—cheering on the Florida Gators. Go Gators!

Brianna Wynne, MD
Brianna Wynne, MD, FAAFP is a board-certified geriatrician with a family medicine
background. She is faculty at AdventHealth Winter Park geriatric fellowship, where she
completed her geriatric training and currently teaches medical students, residents and
fellows. She has been involved in The Florida Society for Post-Acute and Long-Term Care
Medicine’s Education Committee since 2022 and is also actively engaged in the American
Geriatric Society and American Academy of Family Physicians.

Melanie Trigo, PharmD
Melanie Trigo, Pharm.D, has been a long-term care consultant pharmacist for Omnicare for
the past 21 years. She received her Doctor of Pharmacy degree from Nova Southeastern
University in 1994 and her Certification in Geriatric Pharmacy from the Commission for
Certification in Geriatric Pharmacy in 2008.  Dr. Trigo has held positions as a Clinical
Assistant Professor of Pharmacy Practice at Nova Southeastern University and Professor
at Larkin School of Nursing. Prior to her long-term care practice, Dr. Trigo was Clinical
Specialist and Operations Supervisor at Miami Heart Institute and Director of Pharmacy
Services at Coral Gables Hospital.   

Kimberly R. Smoak, MSH, QIDP
Ms. Smoak has been with the Agency for Health Care Administration since August 1995.
She is the Deputy Secretary of the Health Quality Assurance Division. 
Ms. Smoak is also the State Survey Agency Director for the State of Florida and holds a
Master of Science in Health with a program emphasis in Aging Studies. She is also a
Qualified Intellectual Disability Professional (QIDP). In 2009 and 2017, she received Survey
& Certification Achievement Awards, presented by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services, for her work in Survey and Certification.

Kenya Rivas, MD, FAAFP, CMD
Kenya Rivas, MD, FAAFP, CMD serves as a Team Lead Medical Director for Home &
Community Care Transitions at OPTUM. She is responsible for Post-Acute and Long-Term
Care Management of the Geriatric members and for creating educational content in
Geriatrics as she serves as a Co-Chair for the Education Committee. She works
collaboratively with different groups across the state to improve the quality of life of the
Geriatric population. Dr. Rivas completed her Family Medicine Residency and the Geriatric
Fellowship program at AdventHealth, Orlando, Florida in 2009, joining the Dr. Kiran C. Patel
College of Osteopathic Medicine after completing her Fellowship program. During her
tenure at the University setting, she served as an Assistant Professor in Geriatrics. Dr Rivas
is an active member of the Post-Acute and Long-Term Care Medical Association
(PALTmed), where she serves as the Chair of the Workgroup for the Education Committee.
Dr Rivas remains an active member for the Florida Medical Director Association, FMDA
where she served as the Vice-President elected for 2026.. 
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Thank You to Our Sponsors
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On behalf of the the Florida Society for Post-Acute and Long-Term Care Medicine (FMDA), the Florida
Association of Directors of Nursing Administration (FADONA), the Florida Geriatrics Society (FGS), Florida
Chapters – Gerontological Advanced Practice Nurses Association  (FL-GAPNA), and the National
Association Directors of Nursing Administration (NADONA), we want to express our sincere gratitude for
the generous sponsorships from VITAS Healthcare, Psych Health Associates, and The Rose Program.

Our Sponsors play a pivotal role in making the BPC Conference a successful and memorable experience
for each and every attendee. We are incredibly thankful for your commitment to our cause and for your
contribution to making the  34  Annual Conference a triumph!th

Official Diamond Grande Sponsor: VITAS Healthcare

This Award is made possible by the generous support of the
family of Robert Kaplan

Kaplan Award Sponsor

Name Badge Holders Sponsor: The Rose Program

Conference Supporter Syllabus



Friday Morning Break Sponsor: VITAS Healthcare

We express our deepest gratitude for the following generous contributions to our Best Practices 35
Annual Conference from VITAS Healthcare. The following Conference experiences are brought to you by
VITAS Healthcare:

th

Friday Exhibit Hall Welcome Reception 

Saturday Break in Exhibit Hall with Trade
Show and Poster Presentations

Saturday Continental Breakfast in Exhibit Hall 
with Trade Show and Poster Presentations

Saturday President’s Wine and Cheese Reception

Thank You For Your Support
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Friday Afternoon Coffee Break Sponsor: 
TBD
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Acadia Pharmaceuticals (#30)
Heather Highfield
Executive LTC Representative 
4650 Links Village Drive A104 
Ponce Inlet, FL 32127  
heather.highfield@acadia-pharm.com 
(407) 399-0361

Acadia's mission is to be the leading
pharmaceutical company dedicated to the
advancement of innovative medicines that
improves the lives of patients with central
nervous system disorders.

American Heart Association (#8)
Marissa Snellinger 
Healthcare Quality Solutions Manager  
3811 SE 18th Place, FL 33904
marissa.snellinger@heart.org 
(703) 732-2200

The AHA Heart Failure Certification helps
agencies elevate care by aligning with
evidence-based guidelines. It validates
excellence in program management,
education, care coordination, and 
clinical practices, ensuring smoother
transitions and better outcomes for heart
failure patients.

ARKRAY USA (#5)
Melissa Ritchie 
Marketing & Event Specialist 
801 South Marquette Ave., Suite 200 
Minneapolis, MN 55402
 ritchiem@arkrayusa.com 
(612) 357-2937

Since 1960,  ARKRAY has been a leader in
the blood glucose monitoring market with a
dominant market share in long-term care.
For healthcare providers, this means
cutting-edge and reliable products
combined with superior customer support.
With products and programs that reach
throughout the industry, ARKRAY has
become the trusted source across the
healthcare continuum.

Balanced Wellbeing LLC (#4)
Kathleen Miller 
VP Operations 
3200 SW 34th Ave., Suite 701 
Ocala, FL 33474
kathleenmiller@balancedwellbeing.com 

At Balanced Wellbeing, we use a patient-
centered and collaborative approach for
your mental health needs. We offer 
in-person clinic services, telepsychiatry 
with medication management, and
psychotherapy.

Alpha Cognition, Inc. (#20)
Greg Anderson 
Regional Business Director 
4610 SE 8th St. Ocala, FL 34471
GANDERSON@ALPHACOGNITION.COM 
(352) 804-1455

Alpha Cognition is a biopharmaceutical
company dedicated to developing
innovative treatments for patients suffering
from neurodegenerative diseases. Our
mission is to enhance the lives of patients
and caregivers by delivering safe, effective,
and accessible therapies that target unmet
medical needs in neurology.

Axsome (#23)
Morgan Rainey
One World Trade Center, 29th Floor,
New York, NY 10007
United States
mrainey@axsome.com
929-687-1793

Axsome Therapeutics, Inc. is a
biopharmaceutical company developing
novel therapies for central nervous system
(CNS) conditions that have limited
treatment options.
Through development of therapeutic
options with novel mechanisms of action,
we are transforming the approach to
treating CNS conditions. At Axsome, we are
intensely committed to developing
products that meaningfully improve the
lives of patients and provide additional
therapeutic options for physicians.

Calmoseptine, Inc (#14)
Kim Saeng
16602 Burke Lane
Huntington Beach, CA. 92647
kim@calmoseptine.com
(714)804-34059

Calmo Manufacturing, Inc. has established
a state of the art facility dedicated
exclusively to the manufacture of
Calmoseptine  Ointment. This facility
includes processing, packaging and Quality
Control Laboratories operating under the
highest standards of quality following
cGMP, cGLP and ICH guidelines. Other
features of Calmo Manufacturing, Inc.
include in-house generation of Purified
Water, R&D equipment to improve product
quality, and test equipment to analyze the
purity of raw materials and finished product
to assure conformity to USP standards.

®

.

CascadeMD (#9)
David Hanowski
10400 SW 27  Ct. th

Davie, FL. 33328
dhanowski@cascade.md
(403) 870-9568

CascadeMD helps skilled nursing and
assisted living facilities reduce charting
delays, ease documentation pressure on
staff, and maintain compliant, accurate
records—without relying on third-party
transcription or outdated processes.

Blake Specialty-lite Pharmacy (#15)
Donald Rychel
5628 Trouble Creek Rd.
New Port Richey FL 34652
donald.rychel@pharmerica.com
(727) 494-4558

Blake Pharmacy is a specialty-lite
pharmacy for high-cost oral, injectable, and
topical medications for complex chronic
conditions. With specialty-lite products,
Blake Pharmacy can reduce out-of-pocket
costs with improved fulfillment and
adherence via a comprehensive set of
white glove services.

2025 Annual Trade Show Exhibitors
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Healing Partners (#24)
Paige Saadeh
909 Ridgebrook Rd
Suite #300
Sparks, MD 21152
psaadeh@healing-partners.com
(330) 610-8583

Neurocrine Biosciences (#25)
Matt Starr 
Affiliate 
6027 Edgewood Bend Court 
San Diego, CA 92130
mstarr@neurocrine.com 
(813) 629-7614

Neurocrine Biosciences has FDA approved
treatments for tardive dyskinesia,
Huntington's disease chorea and classical
congenital adrenal hyperplasia. We are
dedicated to the discovery of potential life-
changing treatments for patients with
neurological, neuroendocrine, and
neuropsychiatric disorders.

Otsuka Pharmaceuticals (#2)
Tracy Monfort 
Director, Long Term Care 
508 Carnegie Center Dr. 
Princeton, NJ 8540
karen.mitcham@otsuka-us.com 
(614) 783-1145

Otsuka is focused on the impact and
symptoms of agitation associated with
dementia due to Alzheimer’s disease,
specifically surrounding patients living in a
long-term care setting.

H & R Healthcare (#10)
Amy Friedman
1750 Oak St.
Lakewood, NJ 08701
United States
Amyf@handrhealthcare.com
(954) 826-3212

Established in New Jersey in 1991, H&R
is a trusted provider of specialized
medical equipment and services for
acute, post-acute, and at-home care
settings across the east coast and
beyond.

KG Health Partners (#12)
Jennifer Scahill
6021 142nd Ave North
Clearwater, FL 33760
United States
jscahill@kghealthpartners.com
(727) 589-7401

Seniors rely on well-managed, preventive
care to live healthy, active lives. For over
25 years, KG Health Partners, Inc. has
delivered industry-leading podiatric care
to long-term care facilities. Our
physicians and support specialists work
with clinical staff as partners in the care
continuum, conducting weekly or
biweekly visits to actively manage
residents’ health.

Gentell (#23)
Brinn Helton 
Regional Manager 
1000 Floral Vale 
Yardley, PA 19067
brinn.helton@gentell.com
csallitto@gentell.com
beth.leak@gentell.com 
(215)788-2700

Gentell is the largest vertically-integrated
wound care company in the world. We offer
efficient, affordable wound care solutions
for a variety of care settings, both in the
United States and internationally.

Longevity Helath Plan (#16)
Allison Callahan11780 US Highway One
Suite N107
North Palm Beach, FL 33408
allison.callahan@longevityhealthplan.com
(561) 648-7764

At Longevity Health, our purpose is to
optimize the quality of life of people in long-
term care by focusing on their
individualized health needs through
collaborative value-based solutions. True
wellness encompasses more than just
physical health, that’s why we’re committed
to providing a plan that offers mental,
emotional, and social well-being
personalized to address the unique needs
of every individual.

GEHRIMED Netsmart (#1)
Kaitlyn Woicke 
Program Coordinator 
11100 Nall Ave. 
Overland Park, KS 66211
kwoicke@ntst.com 
(913) 617-9514

Netsmart is an industry-leading healthcare
technology company empowering
providers to deliver value-based care to the
individuals and communities we serve. The
Netsmart CareFabric® platform serves as
a unified, connected framework of
solutions and services for human services,
post-acute, payers and public sector
communities.

Exhibitors 
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Healing Partners brings specialized
wound and vascular care right to skilled
nursing facilities, because patients
deserve better access to care and
facilities deserve a partner who makes it
easier to deliver. Complex wounds are
hard to catch early and easy to lose track
of during care transitions. Left
unaddressed, they can lead to infections,
hospital stays, and real setbacks. Our
clinicians look for the root cause, often
vascular disease, not just the wound on
the surface, and we stay connected with
patients across care settings, so progress
doesn't get lost after discharge. 

MDOps (#27)
Matthew Almgren
188 Cranberry Ct. 
Melville, NY  11747
malmgren@mdops.com
(631) 617-8659

MDLog is an AI powered iPhone based
virtual assistant and clinician tool. MDLog
helps providers document encounters
simply and make the correct clinical
decisions to reduce hospital readmissions.
Integrates with PointClickCare and
MatrixCare.



Rapid Mobile Diagnostics (#26)
Heather Grasso
1162 60  St. th

Brooklyn, NY  11219
Heather@rapidxus.com
(718) 789-1818

Sitting for endless hours in a hospital
emergency room waiting to be tested is
nobody’s idea of fun. Not to mention the
unnecessary germ exposure and the
inconvenient commute back and forth. No
need to put yourself through all that even in
time of emergency.
Instead, you can get RapidX to perform
emergency diagnostics in the comfort of
your home.
I know. You want to know why people take
the hospital route. No clue. Maybe they
enjoy watching the clock handles move.

 Teva Pharmaceuticals (#19)
Danielle Friedman 
Sr. Manager 
400 Interpace Pkway 
Parsippany, NJ 7054
danielle.friedman@tevapharm.com 
(973) 264-6091

Teva Pharmaceutical Industries Ltd. has
been developing and producing medicines
to improve people's lives for more than a
century. We offer generic, biosimilars and
innovative medicines with a portfolio
consisting of over 3,600 products in nearly
every therapeutic area. Learn more at
www.tevapharm.com.

SUN Pharma (#17)
Stan Radomski Manager, Tradeshows and
Conferences 
2 Independence Way 
Princeton, NJ 8540
Stan.Radomski@sunpharma.com 
(609) 819-7866

Sun Pharma is a leading global
pharmaceutical company with specialty
and generic presence in the world’s largest
pharma markets. The Company has
solidified its position as a major player in
the U.S. generics market and is
continuously expanding its footprint in the
specialty segment, focusing on
dermatology, ophthalmology, and oncology.

Shionogi Inc (#11)
Dawn Vogler
400 Campus Drive
Florham Park NJ 07932
dawn.vogler@shionogi.com
(813) 299-0678

Since 1878, we have been committed to
our mission of developing new treatments
to help improve the lives of patients
worldwide. We are working to address
global health challenges such as
antimicrobial resistance and COVID-19.

Saisystems (#16)
Lochan Deshmukh
5 research Dr
Shelton 06484
United States
ldeshmukh@saisystems.com
(475) 319-9277

Saisystems Health focuses on supporting
Post-Acute Long-Term Care (PALTC)
providers with comprehensive solutions
designed to streamline operations and
improve patient outcomes

SK Life Science (#3)
Raquel Buffkin
461 From Road, 5  Floorth

Paramus, NJ. 07652
(954) 483-1383

We are dedicated to finding new
treatments that will address the needs of
those living with a central nervous system
(CNS) disorder and to change the future of
cancer care.

Spectrum Medical Partners (#29)
Amy Ballard
2089 Velvet Leaf Dr
Ocoee FL 34761
Aballard@spectrummedpartners.com
(407) 923-8122

Spectrum Medical Partners offers Inhouse
Physician Recruitment. We provide
personalized, relationship-driven approach,
expertise in Acute, Post-Acute, and Long-
Term Care Settings, confidential career
consultations along with dedicated support
throughout the hiring process
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Sumitomo Pharma America (#28)
Sarah Rajendra
84 Waterford Drive
Malborough MA 01752
sarah.rajendra@us.sumitomo-
pharma.com
(908) 304-5203

Our Mission is "To contribute broadly to
society through value creation based on
innovative research and development
activities for the betterment of healthcare
and fuller lives of people worldwide."
By channeling efforts into the research and
development of new drugs, Sumitomo
Pharma aims to realize this Mission and
provide innovative and useful
pharmaceuticals to people in Japan and
around the world.



Trident Care (#36)
Heidi Lynn Bullock
4400 140th Ave
Suite 200
Clearwater FL 33762
heidi.bullock@tridentcare.com
(727) 859-2676

Trusted care starts with access. We
provide high-quality digital X-Ray,
ultrasound, EKG, laboratory and PICC
insertion services wherever patients reside,
gather or work.

Exhibitors 
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VITARIS (#6)
Anna Harris
1000 Mylan Rd. 
Canonsburg, PA. 15317
anna.harris@viatris.com
(681) 455-7763

VIATRIS™ is a new kind of healthcare
company, committed to providing access
to medicines, advancing sustainable
operations, developing innovative solutions
and improving patient outcomes. Formed
in 2020 through the combination of Mylan
and Upjohn, Viatris brings together best-in-
class scientific, manufacturing and
distribution expertise with proven
regulatory, medical and commercial
capabilities.

VITAS Healthcare (#21,22)
Cristhian Piraquive 
Marketing EA 
2201 Lucien Way, Suite 100 
Maitland, FL 32751
cristhian.piraquive@vitas.com 
(407) 599-2505

A hospice pioneer since 1978, VITAS®
Healthcare is the nation’s leading provider
of end-of-life care. Patient-centered,
comfort-focused care by an
interdisciplinary VITAS team reduces
hospital readmissions, length of stay, and
overall healthcare costs while improving
quality metrics and patient satisfaction.
Call 800.93.VITAS. Visit VITAS.com.
Download the mobile referral app at
VITASapp.com.

The Rose Program (#18)
Lisa Dusch 
VP of Clinical Operations, Palliative
Division 
2000 Cliff Mine Road, Suite 5000
Pittsburgh, PA 15001
ldusch@pcmanetwork.com 
(724) 513-4835

The Rose Program offers upstream
palliative medicine consultations within the
post-acute care continuum, making
palliative care accessible to chronically ill
and frail patients. This program educates
patients and decision-makers on disease
progression, symptom management, and
goals of care discussions that align with
prognosis and patient values.



Win Trade Show Prizes!
Registered Attendees: don’t forget to turn in your completed Trade
Show Flyer sheet at the Panzacola Registration Desk by Saturday
10/31 at 1:00pm to be eligible to win a door prize/gift cards! You
must be there during the drawing to win.

Thank You to Our Exhibitors!
On behalf of the The Florida Society for Post-Acute and Long-Term Care Medicine (FMDA), the
Florida Geriatrics Society (FGS), Florida Chapters – Gerontological Advanced Practice Nurses
Association (FL-GAPNA), and the National Association Directors of Nursing Administration
(NADONA), thank you to all our Exhibitors!

We value you as industry experts, and know that you provide 
our attendees with valuable knowledge and insights they might not find elsewhere. Thank you for
participating in our  35  th

Annual Conference!

Acadia 
Alpha Cognition
Arkray
Ballanced Well Being
Blake
Calmoseptine
Care Connect
Cascade
Gehrimed Netsmart
Gentell
H&R Healthcare
Healing Partners
KG Health Partners
Longevity
MDOps

Neurcrine
Otsuka
RapidXUS
Saisystems
Shionogi
SK Life Science
Spectrum Medical
Sumitomo Pharmacuticals America
Sun Pharma
Teva
The Rose Program
Trident Care
Vital Care
Vitas
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AUVELITY FOR THE TREATMENT OF
AGITATION ASSOCIATED WITH DEMENTIA
DUE TO ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE: CONGRESS
PRESENTATION FOR LONG-TERM CARE

Speaker:  Meenakshi Patel, MD
                 Susan Scanland, MSN, CRNP, GNP-BC

Axsome  11:35am-12:35pm   Floridian C

Being Mindful of Movements:
Tackling Tardive Dyskinesia
in Long-Term Care

Speaker:  Michelle Scargle, MD

Teva Pharmaceuticals  11:35am-12:35pm  Floridian B

Title:  Unpacking Parkinson’s Disease
Psychosis:  Rapid detection and
Management in Long-Term Care
Speaker:  Jun Yu, MD, MS

Parkinsons Program.  11:45am - 12:45pm. Floridian B

Title TBD
Speaker:  TBD

Otsuka Pharmaceuticals  11:45am-12:45pm  Floridian C 
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Product Theater Programs
Friday, October 30  th

Saturday, October 31st 



Save the Date

September 30 - October 3,
2027

Conrad
Orlando at
Evermore

36  Annual
Conference &
Trade Show

th
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